
Application for changes  
to the Pharmaceutical Schedule 
A guide to help people, clinicians, clinical groups and consumer groups prepare 

funding applications to PHARMAC 
 

Foreword 

PHARMAC is the government agency that decides, on the behalf of District Health Boards, which pharmaceuticals should be 

publicly fund in New Zealand  For more information on the process PHARMAC uses to make its funding decisions and how we 

determine if a proposal to fund a treatment would help us achieve our Statutory Objective, please visit the PHARMAC website  

PHARMAC’s objective is “to secure, for eligible people in need of pharmaceuticals, the best health outcomes that are reasonably 

achievable from pharmaceutical treatment and from within the amount of funding provided”. 

Each year, PHARMAC receives a large number of applications that contain proposals either to fund new pharmaceuticals or to 

widen access to pharmaceuticals that we already fund. As PHARMAC must work within a fixed budget, we need to make difficult 

choices about which applications we should progress to a funding decision at any given time. This involves assessing large 

amounts of often complex information, to identify those proposals that would provide the best health outcomes. 

We have written this funding application form for people, clinicians, clinical groups and consumer groups to use. We recognise that 

some individuals and groups won’t have the same resource as pharmaceutical suppliers to prepare applications. This form is to 

help you provide the right information in order to progress the application.  

This form is a guide  you don’t have to follow it in detail, or at all, but it will make processing your application much easier and may 

reduce the time involved  If you don’t know some information, please feel free to leave those sections blank; however the form does 

outline the general information that we need to assess a funding application. Having your application address these points may 

reduce follow-up questions to you, and could speed up how quickly we consider it. 

The Guidelines for Funding Applications to PHARMAC, updated in 2015, set out the full information that we need to progress any 

funding application. We expect pharmaceutical suppliers to follow the full Guidelines for Funding Applications to PHARMAC when 

submitting a funding application. However, as an applicant, please feel free to view them should you wish to have more detailed 

information on submitting an application. 

Send your applications to us at: 

Email:  applications@pharmac.govt.nz 

Post:  PO Box 10254 

The Terrace 

Wellington 6143 

You may also find it beneficial to talk to the relevant Therapeutic Group Manager at PHARMAC before you make a formal funding 

application. Please email us as above, and we will contact you. 

We will keep you informed of progress. We publish and regularly update a record of all current funding applications via the 

Application Tracker on our website (www.pharmac.govt.nz), which details the current status of applications and relevant PTAC 

and subcommittee minutes. 

Please note: 

• We need you to supply copies of referenced articles that support the application, wherever possible. Have them 

referenced in the relevant section of the application form, and clearly say which (if any) cited publications you cannot 

provide. 

• We prefer funding applications related to medicines that have been registered by Medsafe  While we can consider funding 

applications for unregistered medicines or unregistered indications, this is determined on a case–by-case basis  

• We may decide to defer our assessment of your application until we receive a full funding application from the supplier, 

which they would need to prepare in accordance with the full Guidelines   
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